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The “1956” Checker A3 model had jump seats and could seat eight passengers in a car
only 200 inches long. This was possible when the two folding seats were pulled out of the
floor, positioning the jump seat passenger’s legs at a 45-degree angle. This setup worked for
26 years.

or is so arranged that you would even be able to carry on a small

of an old model or an
<1 museum at this year’s
eresting perspective on
'millions of people use

The 1975 Checker (left) was the iconic American taxi. Produced by the Checker Motors
Company, it was famous for its spacious interior. Now, sadly, it’s no more than a mu-

seum piece. Checker left the auto manufacturing business in 1982.
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Let’'s Go For A Joy Ride: The Jeep

The next obstacle, “Ground Clearance,” was set up to prove that the Jeep will come in very handy when encountering large obstacles like this.
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Obstacle Course Exhibition

This obstacle tested the jeep’s “articulation,” showing that the 4x4 is designed to keep its wheels on the ground and the vehicle upright even when it’s
moving on uneven terrain and feels and looks as if it were going to tip over.

“Traction,” the scariest test of all, challenged the Jeep’s ability to scale steep hills. As I rode in the vehicle during this test, I felt a bit uneasy.
No problem. I survived.
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School Honors Women Students
For Leadership Qualities

By Judith Cummings

On March 28, a Women’s Leadership lun-
cheon was held to honor the women leaders
at Poly. The theme, which was selected by the
National Women’s History Project, was “We
are here to move history forward.”

This was the capstone event for Poly’s cel-
ebration of Women’s History Month.

The purpose of the luncheon was “an op-
portunity to celebrate women’s achievements
at Poly and inspire others to follow in their
legacy,” said Dr. Michael Hutmaker, dean of
student affairs.

Students were nominated by faculty, staff
and administrators based on their leadership
and success in the areas of organization, re-
search, and athletics.

Members of the Poly community, alumni,
trustees, and others joined in the celebration
to recognize the success and accomplishments
of female students.

The guest speaker was Cecilia Meza-
Chipps, who graduated from Polytechnic in
1998 with a B.S. in aerospace engineering.
“While at Poly I was involved in the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics
(AIAA), a member of a sorority, and captain
of the volleyball team,” she said.

She was inducted into the uniersity’s Hall

of Fame for Athletes last year. In 2001, she
received an MBA from Dowling College
and in 2005 an M.S. in systems engineering
from Stony Brook. She is working toward her
Ph.D. in technology management.

“In 2002, I was offered the opportunity to
test-fly the E-2C airplane. I did my training at
the Naval Air Station in Jacksonville, Flori-
da,” Meza-Chipps said.

“I am still doing flight testing as well as
working as an aerospace/systems engineer for
foreign military sales of the E-2C.” Currently,
six foreign countries own and fly the E-2C.

As for future goals and dreams, Meza-
Chipps hopes to follow in alumnus Charles
Carmada’s footsteps and be accepted into
NASA’s astronaut training program.

“I have been applying for 10 years now. I
made the initial cut, and passed all the pre-
liminary screening tests. I have proven that
I could pass the chamber and water-survival
[obstacles]. Every year I go through water-
survival testing to remain current in flying.”

Meza-Chipps’ most memorable moment at :
Poly, she said, was the freshman student camp
that took place in Upstate New York. It was :
there where she made many friends who are :

still close to her today, she said.

.

Student Leadership Award Recipients

Elizabeth Barabas

Hanna Barra

Beatrice Brunelli

Jacquelyn Calandriello

Ana Calle

Maria Carnicella

Jelena Culic-Viskota

Judith Cummings

Margaret Cwikla

Dominique Dowd

Jennifer Haghpanah

Tamarah Khaimchayev

(Mandy) Man Xia Lee

Jaclyn LoBello

Theresa Luback

Adrienne Markowski

Daneya Matthews

Kristen Partch

Narissa Puran

Dianne Ramkishun

Xenia Santiago

Nahida Sultana

Frances Troche

Anita Yuhua Zhu

Update on Those
Broken Ports:

IS Promises
Speedy Action

By Judith Cummings

i Robert J. McLaughlin, chief information officer
: of the Information Systems Department, said re-
: cently that his staff was “making every effort to
: rectify the broken-ports situation” in the Rogers
© Hall classrooms as soon as possible. The ports in
. the rooms listed in the table have yet to be fixed.
: The Information Systems staff has already repaired
© the ports in a number of classrooms, McLaughlin
: said. (See the article “After Many Months, Ether-
: net Ports Still Broken,” March 28, 2007.)

Rooms Still to Be Serviced

———a

_ JAB 474 JAB 774
\& IAB 674 JAB 778
JAB 678 JAB 475

Among the Leadership Award recipients were (from left) Kristen Partch,

Theresa Luback, Marie Brunelli, Maria Carnicella. “Once the parts arrive, we will schedule and

: complete the repair work,” McLaughlin said.

Tennis Season Going Badly

By Lan Xu

and Bard. All of those schools won all the matches they played against
the Poly tennis team.

Brooklyn College and PSB defeated the Blue Jays 6 matches to 3,
while Keuka College beat Poly 7 to 2.

However, it seems that there is still some hope for the team. Mom-
chil Dimchev, Alex Aleshinsky and Qike Chen have winning records.
The team has a long way to go to improve; unfortunately, though, the
season will be ending soon.

In nine matches played to date, the Poly men’s tennis team lost sev-
en. The teams that defeated Poly were the College of Staten Island,
Brooklyn College, Ramapo College of New Jersey, Penn State Berks,
Purchase College, Keuka College and Bard College.

Poly’s only two wins were against Philadelphia Biblical University
and Keystone College. The team won five matches out of nine against
PBU and seven out of nine against Keystone.

Poly’s losing streak continued with losses to CSI, Ramapo, Purchase,
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Restaurant Review:

Applebee’s

(Seventh in a series)
By Ilya Gaitskhoki

As you walk into Applebee’s on a weekday afternoon, you will see
that most of the tables are occupied. The bar, too, was packed when I
stopped in for lunch recently. In any event, I couldn’t wait to “Eat Good
in the Neighborhood,” but I shouldn’t have talked before eating.

A walking distance from Polytechnic University on Flatbush Avenue
and Dekalb, Applebee’s serves up a decent variety of meals and drinks.
Applebee’s has everything from “Sizzlin’ Steaks” to “Weight Watchers.”
That may be one of the reasons why it is so hard to choose your order
from the menu.

Seated by the bar, almost right under a flat-screen television, I ordered
within five minutes after going back and forth on three selections. My
choice of drink was water. I ended up ordering the “Appetizer Sampler”
and the “neighborhood favorite”: a “Crispy Orange Chicken” bowl. The
amount of food I was given could have fed five people, or maybe even
more.

After about twenty minutes of watching basketball, baseball, and
hockey on the large TV screen, I received my “Appetizer Sampler.” The
sampler had four mozzarella sticks, five cheese quesadillas with bacon,
five pieces of boneless chicken wings, and nachos arranged on the sides
of a dish whose radius was about seven inches. Artichoke and spinach

minutes. [ tried everything with both dips. With the nachos, I stayed
with the spinach dip. It was delicious and I’'m no big fan of spinach. The
boneless chicken wings had a bit of a spice in them, I couldn’t figure out
what it was, but certainly nothing to rave about.

Fifteen minutes later, the waitress brought the “Crispy Orange Chick-
en” bowl. This dish consisted of sweetly spiced boneless chicken with
almonds served over rice, mushrooms, thinly shredded carrots, peas,
broccoli, and red peppers.

As I dug in, the taste really had no effect whatsoever on my taste buds.
Bland is one way I’d describe the chicken. I ate half of it and couldn’t
see why this selection is called a “neighborhood favorite.” Listening to
the crackle of the “crispy” chicken was better than eating it. Eating
this dish made me wonder now why I had ordered water. I had thought
the taste of a soda would interfere with the delightful, delicate flavor of
Applebee’s fare. I was wrong!

Overall, I paid $30, including tax, and a 17 percent tip. I would give
the food a rating of two and the environment a rating of three out of a
possible five. If you are looking for a restaurant with fairly slow service
and average-tasting food, but reasonable prices, Applebee’s will gladly
welcome you.

dips were also served.

I dived into the sampler and devoured everything within about fifteen

Tech Talk

Microsoft and Apple Want Your TV

By Jeff Mueller

Microsoft’s announcement of an IPTV-en-
abled Xbox 360 at the Consumer Electronics
Show in January was so disruptive that it man-
aged to pull the computer industry’s attention
away from Apple’s own entry into the living
room, Apple TV. Imagine a high-definition Tivo
that can play Gears of War while recording the
latest episode of “South Park,” and you have an
idea of what IPTV on the 360 will be like. "By
integrating these industry-leading solutions, we
are delivering on our promise to drive innova-
tion and enable new connected entertainment
experiences for consumers in a way that only
Microsoft can,” said Robbie Bach, president of
Microsoft’s Entertainment and Devices Divi-
sion.

Few people know that the Xbox started out
as a media-center PC. Microsoft originally
pitched the Xbox to a small set of prominent
video-game developers in the late ‘90s, who
responded by saying that such a media-center
device would never succeed. Previous attempts
to market media centers to consumers had failed
miserably, and game developers were worried
that customers simply wouldn’t be interested.
Microsoft wanted the Xbox to carry all of the
functionality included in the Media Center edi-
tion of Windows XP, while developers wanted
a simple platform specifically for games, which

is what they had been used to. To game devel-
opers, Microsoft was rocking the boat.

So, the company went back to the
drawing board and returned with a machine
specifically designed for games. Developers
approved, and the Xbox hit store shelves in
2001. Fast-forward six years, and Microsoft is
leading the video-game industry with the Xbox
360. The company has slowly added features
to the platform, including the ability to down-
load HD-quality TV shows and movies. Right
now, there’s very little separating the Xbox 360
from the media-center design that was original-
ly shown to developers.

The announcement that the 360 will support
IPTV by the end of 2007 further narrows the
gap. “This is [Microsoft’s] nirvana. They’ve
been trying to get into the living room for
years,” said Michael Goodman, a senior analyst
for Yankee Group. The technology—if it works
as advertised—could represent a paradigm shift
in how people receive and interact with media
through their TVs. And despite Apple’s domi-
nance of all things multimedia, Microsoft’s
IPTV solution goes above and beyond the ca-
pabilities of Apple TV, which is designed pri-
marily as a stand-alone device that can stream
content from a user’s existing computer to a
flat-screen television over Wi-Fi.

For some time, the idea of a media-center PC
has been the holy grail of the consumer-elec-
tronics industry. Dell, Gateway, HP, and Sony
have all tried—and failed—to bring computers
to the living room. What sets these latest offer-
ings from Microsoft and Apple apart from the
industry’s previous failures is the subversive
manner in which these products are being mar-
keted. Microsoft is attempting to infect living
rooms with a media-center PC disguised as a
video-game console. Apple is attempting to di-
vert attention from the stigma attributed to me-
dia-center PCs by separating the computer and
the device that delivers content.

Sadly, both companies have failed to answer
the question that has sunk every previous at-
tempt to market a media-center PC: Are con-
sumers ready for a feature-rich computer in the
living room?

Judging by the reaction to Microsoft’s IPTV
announcement at Gizmodo.com, a popular
technology blog, the answer is no. One visi-
tor to the site responded by saying, “There’s no
way people will watch live TV on an Xbox.”
Another seemed to think the technology was
pointless, saying, “Can someone tell me what
good this is?”

“Microsoft has lots of consumer education
and marketing to do,” Goodman said. If Micro-
soft and Apple intend to be successful in mak-
ing a PC the center of the average consumer’s
entertainment center, they need to remember
that, in the realm of television, content, not
bleeding-edge technology, is king.
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. “A Sudden Gust of Wind.”

A Visit to MoMA.:

The ‘Jeff Wall’ Exhibition

Would you hang a picture of a messy room
in a museum? How about a dirty sink or per-
haps a pile of beans? Well, none of these things
scream art--not to me, at least. But to Jeff Wall,
it’s all art. Born and based in Vancouver, British
Columbia, this photographer has made a career
of capturing the essence of the overlooked and
the unconventional. He is known throughout
the art world for his use of color transparency
in a light box to show his large monochrome
photographs. This method of display gives the
photograph the effect of an advertisement and
is commonly used in Japan for displaying sub-
way ads. Now, it is Jeff Wall’s own signature
style.

The Jeff Wall exhibition is located on the sixth
floor of the Museum of Modern Art in the Joan
and Preston Robert Tisch Gallery. The exhibit
runs through May 14 and features 40 of Wall’s
pieces from throughout his career, including
“The Destroyed Room,” his first photograph
displayed using the light box and monochrome
technique, and his famous “A Sudden Gust of
Wind.”

Without any prior knowledge of art history,

you might think “The Destroyed Room,” intro-
duced in 1978, looks as though a very angry
person took out her frustration on an unfor-
tunate space or that perhaps she literally had
turned everything upside down looking for a
missing earring. However, the photograph is
actually intended to be a contemporary spin
on an older work of art. In one of his essays,
Wall explains that “The Destroyed Room™ was
inspired by Eugene Delacroix’s 1827 painting
“Death of Sardanapalus,” which illustrates how
Sardanapalus ordered his possessions to be de-
stroyed and his concubines murdered prior to
setting himself on fire—this, in response to
learning of his military defeat. It was only af-
ter learning this that I was able to look at “The
Destroyed Room™ as more than just a cry for a
good housekeeper.

Another photograph that mimics older art is
“Picture for Women,” which Wall describes as
a remake of “A Bar at the Folies-Bergere,” an
1882 painting by Edouard Manet. The paint-
ing depicts a scene in a Paris nightclub and was
intended to look like a mirror image, though
many critics find inconsistencies between this

theme and certain details in the painting. Wall’s
remake is a mirror-image photograph.

Entering another room, I was overwhelmed
by a huge photograph entitled “After ‘Invis-
ible Man.”” It pays tribute to Ralph Ellison’s
novel of the same name, depicting a scene in
the book. A man, the main character, sits in a
cellar with over 1000 illegally connected light
bulbs covering the ceiling. The scene looks as
if it had taken the artist a lot of effort to set up.
It almost made me wish I had actually read the
book in high school.

Farther down this wall is a photograph titled
“Double Self-Portrait.” In this piece, there
are two images of the artist. On the left side

Continued on Page 26
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A Visitto MoMA: The ‘Jeff Wall’ Exhibition

Continued From Page 24

he is dressed formally; on the
right side, dressed casually. The
two portraits are in stark contrast
and reminiscent of another work
of art, Frida Kahlo’s “Double Self
Portrait,” in which the artist sits in
a beautiful gown on the left side
and in rags on the right side of the
painting. However, while I recog-
nized this similarity, Wall makes
no mention of it in his explanation
of why he took this photograph.

Many other photographs ex-
plore this theme, that is, the con-
trast between scenery and the
contrast between people. Some
are interesting to look at and some
are simply forgettable. And then
there are some that I just don’t
understand at all.

I came upon two such examples
of the latter, “An Octopus” and
“Some Beans,” both of which
were created in 1990. Displayed
on opposite walls, they are in-
tended to complement each other.
The pictures are exactly the same,
showing two tables against a wall,
with the difference being one has
an octopus on the left table and the
other a pile of beans on the right
table. Wall considers these to be

o

—

straight photographs; I consider
these to be strange photographs.
An octopus and a pile of beans
are perhaps two of the most ran-
dom things to be paired and set on
tables. Or perhaps it is simply my
own lack of artistic skill that over-
whelms my ability to understand
the artistic value of these pictures.
After all, I am a Poly student.
Another set of coordinated pho-
tographs are “Diagonal 1,” “Di-
agonal 2,” and “Diagonal 3.”

The set shows a dirty sink from &

three different angles, in one of
which an even dirtier mop can be
seen.

As I stared in confusion, won-
dering who in their right mind
would see this as anything other
than “yucky,” another observer,
a teenage girl about my age, re-

marked, “It’s amazing! You
can’t get the angle! It looks like
shapes!”

Maybe she saw exactly what
Jeff Wall wants his audience to
see. His work, though interesting,
is not everybody’s cup of tea. I
still say, “Wow, it’s a dirty sink.”
Paint me a pretty picture and then
you can call yourself a real artist.

“An Octopus” is one of two straight photographs taken in the artist’s cellar, a
: non-performance work.
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Success on the Diamond

Ladies’ Softball Team
Makes the NEAC Playoffs

By Leah Williams

The Polytechnic softball team has positioned itself to be a serious
contender for the NEAC Division III championship.

The team beat SUNY Old Westbury 16-1 in the first game of a dou-
bleheader on March 15 in just 5 innings. The game was shortened be-
cause of the “mercy rule.” Poly won the second half of the double-
header 13-0.

Over the next few weeks, the Lady Jays beat some stiff competition,
including two exciting wins over Villa Julie College and two wins over
D’Youville College. At press time, the team’s record was 14-12 overall
and a solid 10-2 in the NEAC conference, a showing good enough to
earn the Jays a spot in the conference playoff tournament.

To add to the team’s laurels, it had the unique honor of having play-
ers acknowledged as “NEAC Player of the Week” for three consecu-
tive weeks. Sophomore Stephanie Niziolek won the honor for the week
ending March 25 and junior Marie Brunelli was named two weeks in a
row (for the weeks ending April 2 and April 9), and again for the week
ending April 20.

Niziolek went 6 for 8 the week she was named. She had a batting
average of .750 with four runs scored, one home run, and one double.
On the mound, she had an ERA of 3.89, nabbing her first win. Playing
in the field, she had 13 putouts and five assists and made no errors.

Brunelli was honored the first time for a .500 batting average, going
seven for 14 and scoring five runs. She hit three home runs and had
eight RBIs. On the field, she had seven putouts and four assists and
committed no errors. She earned the recognition a second week for
12 RBIs, seven runs scored, and one home run. In the field, she hadl6
putouts, eight assists and a fielding percentage of .889.

In addition to her impressive stats, Brunelli leads the team in RBIs

(36 at press time) and is running neck-and-neck with freshman Ryan :
Graybill in assists. Graybill also leads the team in stolen bases with 10

(to date) and in triples with five.

Niziolek has been a force to be reckoned with on the mound, having
struck out 42 batters in 61 innings. She also holds a near-perfect field-
ing percentage of .993.

At press time, the Lady Blue Jays were finishing up their regular

season and getting ready to move on to the NEAC playoffs, slated for i

May 4-5 at Baptist Bible College, Clarks Summit, Pa.

n being named NEAC Player of the Week, for the week:
iending April 20, shortstop Marie Brunelli went 10 for 13 at
the plate, with two home runs, nine RBIs and eight runs;
iscored.

.........

son-ending injury to his throwing hand. And freshman catcher Carlos
Ruiz was unable to play a few games because of an injury. Pitchers like
senior Joseph Pontillo and freshman Brian Conley have had to step up
and compensate for Anatra’s absence by doing double-duty work on
the mound. Bobby Miley was forced behind the plate when Ruiz was
i hurt.

Senior Esteban Ortiz still has high hopes for the remainder of the
: season. “It’s been a rough season so far, to say the least; but if we can
! finish it strong with a few wins, that’ll give the coaches and returning

Defense Plagues Baseball Team

The hitting has been fine, but errors have cost the team dearly.
By Jashira Valerio and Cliff Mahoney

Despite falling short of expectations, the Poly baseball team has been
able to surpass last year’s win total. As the paper went to press, the
team had picked up two nonconference wins against Yeshiva Universi-
ty and CUNY Baruch, as well as four conference wins against Baptist
Bible, Purchase, and D’Youville colleges, and Philadelphia Biblical
University.

To continue winning as many games as possible, that means the team
has to work extra hard. “What we are working on every day is mak-
ing our defense better,” says Coach Dave Yorke. “Hitting and pitching
have been consistent but our defense has lost some games for us against
teams we should have beaten.” The large number of errors committed
by the team is what has marred the team’s record.

The Blue Jays have also been hit by unfortunate injuries this season.
Freshman Jon Paul Anatra, one of the team’s pitchers, suffered a sea-

players something to look forward to for next year,” he said. The teams
Poly plays are beatable, he added, but he is on the same page with
Yorke as far as defense goes. It has been a lingering problem since the
beginning of the season, Ortiz noted.

What the team lacks in defense is made up in offense. “Our biggest
strength is our ability to hit,” Ortiz said. Nine players on the team
are batting .300. “If the team continues to hit, we’ll jump out to early
leads. This will help us stay in games and give us a chance to win. And
it will give our pitchers extra confidence when they’re on the mound,”
Ortiz said.

The underlying problem, though, has been the small roster, and
Yorke plans to have that change next year. “My plans for next year
are to bring in a good recruiting class and fill up the roster,” he said.
“Once the roster is full, I think we can turn the record around pretty
quickly.”

At press time, the team took a trip to upstate New York to play con-
ference doubleheaders against Keuka College and Cazenovia College.
The team is also scheduled to play three nonconference games the
second week of May against Wesley College, John Jay College, and
Yeshiva University.
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Injuries and Defensive Problems Hamper Men’s Baseball, p. 27



