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Polytechnic University Collaborates with Startup Weekend Global 
Effort to Cultivate Tech Entrepreneurism in New York City  

and Beyond 

(Brooklyn, NY – September 26, 2007) Polytechnic University is New York City’s 
BEST center for entrepreneurial startups.  The University today announced its successful 
collaboration with Startup Weekend, an initiative that seeks to harness the entrepreneurial 
spirit and business acumen inherent in communities around the world to build successful, 
innovative tech-oriented enterprises.  More than 30 Polytechnic University students, plus 
local Brooklyn entrepreneurs and others from as far away as Buffalo, NY became part of 
New York City tech history as they gathered at Polytechnic’s Brooklyn Enterprise on 
Science & Technology (BEST) Center and developed a company over the course of one 
weekend.  

For 54 hours, during September 21 - 23, talented, tech-savvy entrepreneurs – emerging 
and established – met at the MetroTech Center campus where they built an Internet-based 
restaurant referral company called “Favoreats.”  Participants selected roles including web 
developer, marketing and public relations manager, designers and user-experience 
experts to move the idea from concept to a functioning enterprise. 

“Polytechnic University and the B.E.S.T. Center embrace our entrepreneurial mission 
to turn science and technology into products, services, and jobs for Brooklyn and New 
York City, the state, the nation and the world,” says Jerry Hultin, President of the 
University. “New York City’s Startup Weekend has been a terrific opportunity for our 
students and entrepreneurs to join Poly in fulfilling this vital goal.” 

"I was impressed with the talent and passion in New York City’s startup scene as well as 
the energy and inspiration that Polytechnic University produces," said Andrew Hyde, 
CEO and founder of Startup Weekend, launched earlier this year. Hyde says he developed 
the initiative “to enable tech entrepreneurs to meet like-minded individuals and complete 
a project together.” 

“The entrepreneurs who participated in this event took away not only the satisfaction of 
having created a company in several days but also the knowledge of what it takes to start 
a company, and the relationships needed to develop and implement ideas,” said Bruce 
Niswander, director of Poly’s BEST Center, the University’s entrepreneurial hub for 
startup and spin-off technology-based companies. “It’s about process. And that's why 
Startup Weekend was at home here at Poly. We encourage our students to find new ways 
and new ideas to develop the products -- and provide the services -- that people need to 
survive in this changing technological world.” 

MORE 



So far, Startup Weekend has launched in Boulder, CO, Toronto, Canada and Hamburg, 
Germany.  Hyde is traveling to 14 other destinations throughout the U.S. and abroad, and 
intends to garner the same enthusiasm as he did at Polytechnic University in New York. 

 

Polytechnic University’s 
Brooklyn Enterprise on 
Science & Technology hosted 
Startup Weekend Friday, 
September 21 – Sunday, 
September 23 where students 
and local entrepreneurs 
gathered to create a business 
from concept to completion in 
54 hours.  Pictured are (left to 
right) Bruce Niswander, 
director of the BEST center at 
Polytechnic, Alejandro 
Crawford, CEO of Nolej 
Studios and Mel Horwitch, 
director of the Institute for 
Technology and Enterprise at 
Polytechnic.  

 
Polytechnic University’s Brooklyn Enterprise on 
Science & Technology hosted Startup Weekend 
Friday, September 21 – Sunday, September 23 
where students and local entrepreneurs gathered 
to create a business from concept to completion 
in 54 hours.  Pictured are (counterclockwise 
from front left) Bruce Niswander, director of the 
BEST center at Polytechnic, Andrew Hyde, 
founder of Startup Weekend, Bala Mulloth and 
Michael Wills Jr.  (Photo/Polytechnic 
University) 
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About Brooklyn Enterprise on Science and Technology (BEST)  

The BEST Center provides an educational environment that stimulates, nurtures and grows 
startup tech companies. Its mission is to expand Brooklyn's existing industry base and attract 
high technology industry to the region in order to create jobs and enhance economic development 
throughout New York City.  BEST also seeks to foster entrepreneurial activities by providing low 
cost facilities, educational opportunities, and an array of technological and business services to 
new and emerging companies. 

About Polytechnic University  

Polytechnic University, one of the nation’s oldest private engineering universities, was 
founded in 1854 in Brooklyn, New York. Today, it is the New York metropolitan area’s 
preeminent resource in science and technology education and research. In addition to its 
main campus at MetroTech Center in Brooklyn, Polytechnic offers programs at sites 
throughout the region, including Long Island, Manhattan and Westchester. Additionally, 
the University offers several programs in Israel. For more information and to learn more 
about The Power of PolyThinking, visit www.poly.edu. 

Press Contacts:  

Suzanne Matulay, MWW Group, 646-215-6884, smatulay@mww.com;   

John F. Kelly,  Director of Media Relations,  Polytechnic University, 718-260-3792, 
jfkelly@poly.edu;   

Bernice Green, PR Manager – BEST Center, Polytechnic University, 718-260-3463, 
bgreen@poly.edu 
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