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TO: POLYTECHNIC COMMUNITY 
FROM: BUD GRIFFIS 

I am pleased to announce that the Othmer Department of Chemical and Biological Sciences and Engineering (CBSE) has been divided into two separate departments as of January 1, 2006. The two new departments are Chemical and Biological Engineering (CBE), headed by Professor Jovan Mijovic, and Chemical and Biological Sciences (CBS), headed by Professor Bruce Garetz. 

Garetz, a 27-year veteran of the University, joined the faculty of the Department of Chemistry in 1978.  He has published over 50 journal papers and co-edited 3 books concerning the interactions of light with molecules and materials.  His current research involves light scattering from block copolymer materials and laser-induced crystallization.  His discovery of "polarization switching" in glycine was chosen by Chemical & Engineering News as one of its Chemistry Highlights of 2002. He is the only two-time winner of the Polytechnic Distinguished Teacher Award, the recipient of an Alfred P. Sloan Fellowship, and is currently an Othmer Institute Senior Faculty Fellow.  He holds an AB degree from Harvard College (1971) and a PhD from MIT (1976). 

Mijovic, also a 27-year veteran of Poly, served as Head of the Othmer Department of Chemical and Biological Sciences and Engineering for the past two years. During his tenure, the undergraduate enrollment in the department increased by over 120% and several outstanding young faculty were hired. 

Three years ago CBSE undertook the goal of expanding its educational programs to include biology as an essential component and as a source of emerging applications for its disciplines.  Since then, the undergraduate programs in Chemical and Biological Engineering and Biomolecular Science have experienced a rapid growth in enrollment and have met with great enthusiasm on and off campus. 

The CBS and CBE faculty continue to demonstrate excellence in both teaching and research.  The creation of two new departments provides an opportunity for both units to focus sharply on their strategic goals and to forge a consensus on future directions.  We look forward to the success and growth of the new departments, which plan to add faculty, seeking outstanding individuals who are willing to accept the challenge of building careers in first-rate departments. 

Please join me, President Hultin and The Board of Trustees in welcoming Professors Garetz and Mijovic to their new leadership roles. 

Yours truly, 

Bud Griffis 

